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As a graduating senior at The College at Brockport, SUNY within the Honors Program, it is 
essential for me to capstone my college experience with an intensive thesis including original 
research that relates to a topic of my both my interest and relevant to my future. As an 
Accounting major, I chose to focus on the current Generally Accepted Accounting Principles 
(GAAP) convergence to International Financial Accounting Standards (IFRS). 
 
In my research, I came across a point that struck my interest:  whether or not college professors 
are adequately trained to teach IFRS material. I decided to narrow my focus on to analyze if 
Rochester-area Accounting professors believe that local universities are prepared to adapt to the 
change from GAAP to IFRS in the sense of professors’ knowledge-base to teach the material and 
how the material will be incorporated into courses. 
 
I have developed a survey for Rochester-area instructors in colleges/universities with accounting 
programs that consider the reasoning behind the convergence and scrutinize the integration of the 
standards into the United States and furthermore colleges/universities.  The survey is broken into 
two parts: the first with ten general questions asked to professors and the second with three 
questions specific to allow professors to elaborate upon their viewpoints. 
 
It would be extremely beneficial for me as well as this project if you could please fill out the 
survey included. I have included a stamped return envelope to mail back the survey 
anonymously for your convenience. I am looking forward to learning more about this topic, so 
your input would be helpful in gaining knowledge about a relevant topic in the Accounting field 
today. I would appreciate a response by Friday, December 9, 2011. If you have any questions or 














1. How many years of experience do you have as an accounting professional? 
1 5+ 10+ More than 10 N/A 
 
2. How many years of experience do you have as an accounting professor? 
1 5+ 10+ More than 10 N/A 
 
3. To what extent do you believe international business has led to the move from GAAP to IFRS? 
(Rank based on 1 as minimal impact and 5 as the largest factor) 
1    2 3 4 5 
 
4. In your opinion, are college professors nationwide prepared to teach International Financial Reporting 
Standards? 
Yes  No 
a. Does this opinion extend specifically to your own institution? 
Yes  No 
 
5. Do you think a special certification should be mandatory for professors? 
  Yes  No  
 
6. Should students be tested on this material as a tool for hiring by employers? 
Yes  No 
 
7. What kind of impact will this have on the job market? 
Positive  Neutral  Negative 
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8. Do you expect an increase in international staff at your institution? 
Yes  No 
 
9. Rank the relevance of this topic in the Accounting profession today (1 is least relevant and 5 is most 
relevant) 
1 2 3 4 5 
 
10. Out of the three groups listed, which will be impacted to the greatest extent? 
College students   Professors  Professionals 
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a. Would you be willing to pay for training? 
Yes  No 
b. Would you be willing to undergo further training? 
Yes  No 
 







3. How will your institution find a way to “stand out” and appeal to students interested in your program? 
 
 
 
 
